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Dr. Sanders: “Hello everyone. This is Dr. Sanders, Chief Executive Officer and Superintendent for Sandusky City Schools, and I’m here today with Robb Blatchford who is our lead architect for our construction program. Once a month we are going to be bringing you these short video updates on our school facilities program so you can be kept abreast of the exciting things going on here in our home town. So Robb, thanks for being here today. We are excited to have you. Give us a little update on where things are with the facilities project overall.”
Robb Blatchford: ”Overall, we are right on schedule. The documents for the three buildings have been released, and the construction manager is in the process of estimating those and putting them out for bids. The project has been going well. Things that we’ve done like the demolition of at the Ontario building, that came in under budget, and the LFI work we are doing this summer, also came in under budget. So, we’re on the right track.”
Dr. Sanders: “Well I like the under budget part, as you might imagine. For our folks out there, LFI’s stand for Locally Funded Initiatives. That’s the amount that you passed last November, that’s all 100% local funding, so every time we can be under budget that’s a really good thing.
Robb, this is a 72 million dollar project for our city, the largest single construction project in our history of 200 years, talk to us a little bit about things that are going on more specifically this summer because you have a pretty heavy schedule for the summer.”
Robb Blatchford: “Right, a number of projects at the middle/high school, including the planetarium being upgraded with a new dome, finishes, and seating, also technology. Technology has changed a lot in terms of the planetarium over the years. We are renovating the middle and high school science labs, completely gutting them and redoing the cabinetry and utilities and all of the finishes, so those will be state-of-the-art when that’s done. Room 300 and 301, small group spaces, are also being upgraded with finishes, lighting, and such. I think that’s about it.
Dr. Sanders: “That’s a busy schedule, lots of work going on in the auditorium as well. The district has done a really good job over the last decades of maintaining our facilities so we’re still using original equipment in the planetarium from 50 years ago, original sound equipment in the auditorium from 60 years ago, and so we’ve kept it really well but now it’s time for a more substantial upgrade.
Talk a little bit about, you’ve been in this business for a long time, you’re a very experienced and successful architect, talk a little bit about, in your experience with what these buildings really mean to the community and how important it is for the community to be aware of and invested in this kind of work.”
Rob Blatchford: “Well, I think new facilities, new schools are critical for the community in a number of ways. Certainly construction helps the financial implications of the city for workers and local workers to be able to participate in the project. But, what I think one of the biggest things that new schools help is community pride. The community is going to be using these facilities, we designed them for community use, so the whole community comes together at this point when you do a new building, and of course new facilities help learning and instruction. There’s a lot of evidence and research done that new facilities really improve kids’ education. It also helps the teachers in terms of their curriculum delivery. “
Dr. Sanders: “Well obviously, the goal of this whole program is to provide state-of-the-art facilities for our kids, our families, and our community. We also obviously want to continue the work on improving student performance and ensuring our kids have the same access to facilities as any other kid in this state or nation is really important. To our guests, each month we are going to be coming to you with a short five minute or less video to update you on the various aspects of the building program. We appreciate the support that has been provided for our Sandusky City Schools, our Sandusky public schools, and look forward to your support going forward. Thanks for joining us today, and as always, go Blue Streaks!”

